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13 Moses cried out to HASHEM, saying, “Please, HASHEM, heal her now.” iG

14 HASHEM said to Moses, “Were her father to spit in her face, would she not be humiliated for 15. yp) XY oy — Andthe ;}eople did not journey. Althouéi\
seven days? Let her be quarantined outside the camp for seven days, and then she may be the cloud had lifted (v.10), they did not journey, because it
brought in.”(3\So Miriam was quarantined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did was the people’s decision to honor Miriam by walting for her
not journey until Miriam was brought in. ¢ Then the people journeyed from Hazeroth, and they eeb (O Ha CRal

encamped in the Wilderness of Paran.

. Selecro:

15. yp3 XY nyim — And the people did not journey. Even though the cloud was removed
from above the Tent, and it is written, 533 57 13 WD 13wWni Syn 13y Ny
oiyon, And whenever the cloud went up from above the Sanctuary the Children of
Israel traveled throughout all their journeys (Exodus 40:36), nonetheless (at that time)

«J they did not journey, for they realized that (the cloud) went up then only (in order) to
distance the leper (i.e., Miriam).
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first one: “Their end does not stop.” i :
. : . KT WX WA SV 1A M ,oRa Dvvawmn o»yap o
True, we sometimes fail to do good things W wITn "]mn oyt

because they are t0o big for us to handle, But at other times, the 23 %Y %7 (v pws) ANOW mHWIP DMINA oMATH DwTDMm Y T12b
reason why we don't do them is because they seem too smalll TISD RNNED I XONPDI 230 1YIX 12 MR RYIVENS RNXAI BB NIRRT
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Not Stop

Father in Heaven, is very, very great. But even so, David
HaMelech tells us:
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Who is like Hashem our God, Who dwells on high, yet lowers Him-
self down to see what is in Heaven and on earth?!

N While there is nothing too big for Hashem, there is also
nothing too small for Him. He “lowers Himself down” _to in-
volve Himself in the tiniest matters of this world.

An example: On this wall over here there are pictures of
gedolim. Why were these pictures hung up? Because they add a
little grace and beauty to the room. And who was the one who
hung up the pictures? Actually, Hashem is the One who hung

¢ them. Hashem is directly responsible for the existence of every-
thing in the world. He takes care of even the tiniest details.

Hashem is great and powerful and awesome. But He has
nothing else to do, so to speak, other than to come down and

Ve _
is busy in the kitchen cookmg food for Shabbos. Her little boy

comes in and says, “Mommy, I want a drink!”

grant a little grace to this room where we are sitting.

Another example: Sometimes we see a nice necktie that has
one thin green line running down it. This line adds to the tie
and makes it looks nice. Or sometimes there is one decorative
button sewn onto a dress, which really beautifies it. Hashem
Himself deemed it worthwhile to take care of these little details,

too.

/\Y But how can this be? Doesn’t Hashem have anything more
important to do than to take care of a little, nonessential detail
that adds pleasure and satisfaction to the person who looks at

2

The answer is that just as nothing is too big for Hashem, so
nothing is too small for Him. He does everything to make us
happy, even down to the tiniest details!

This idea has very practical ramifications. Let’s say a mother

|

pours a little juice concentrate into a cup and adds water, but
she doesn’t have time now to take a spoon and stir it.

True, the child will stay alive even if the cup of juice will
not be properly mixed. It won’t be as sweet, but that’s not a
/ tragedy. But is it a mitzvah to make the drink a litile tastier for i
the child? Yes. So if it’s a mitzvah, do it! It is not an earthshak- [
ing mitzvah, but it is a mitzvah nonetheless.

Another example: A few bachurim are sitting together in the
dining room, and there is a tea urn on the table. One boy touch-
‘es the urn with his finger and says, “The tea is not hot enough.”
The boy sitting next to him understands that he would like fo
drink hot tea. Obviously, no one here is dying of thirst, because
otherwise even lukewarm tea would do the job. But in any case,
the boy would like to enjoy a nice cup of hot tea.
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If the friend would get up and fill the urn with hot tea, is-\ 107 SN 1 m'?pn: -
this a great mitzvah? Will people talk about it after 120 years? -
No. Nevertheless, we should not look down even on a lit-
i ike this. There is no end to the little details that
ilieasrlrlztxivi‘:k:skecare of for us. Similarly, there is no end to the P‘”D = 11571 MY ,0M5M DINdN ,NOVA RN ORI M2
ines that we should be doing, If it is a mitzvah—do il If itis 0001 *137 9 5 M55 51 mad mwn an 0w npaw onb wnnr
hings tha v ot i fo set oot TVPYR NN YW AMINK 1927 K591 NP Y27 530 03 NNEN NN
@ dhesed, VR & very small chesed, we should ROt Ly 10 B 01 73PN 2RI Y2 NRIA NINNRAN 5119 1P AN MIRTY VIYS N9 PrRN
of it and ignore It IR DY RY NPV IR APV P17 RO DT R DTMY DD TN MY
o P ., D7D DR 20PY TNX W P 0TI TV I APIY RYR DR
This is not such a giant mitzvah. But it is a mitzvah. DN DY NYaw NN W T T AR i

Sometimes a woman meets another who 19 feeling .gloomy 179 39 55 15 A% Yan AT L LN A,
and bitter. Every woman understands that a single smile from v

tfori ’ h)V & ") 7
., a friend could turn around the suffering woman’s mood, and LS'TI:”::BS-” ;?HJ 1]:1“1;1; ) bDD’]ﬁ’Jw];lr;) MNIAVAN RY” WY 9 19N
L that it is a true mitzvah to do so. Even if the suffering woman 2= 125% R ¢ 7.2V 9090 200 N7 70 MR 1TR°Y mana
y o ”
is not about to go off the deep end, even if there is no looming ZIEn Y 17199 1nn
tragedy that needs to be averted, it is still a mitzvah to cheer ,D2101 &Y NMSYTY 970 DIMN NINNa 10 DWW DR NNK KD i
\the poor woman up and give her a nice, warm smile to make AT-7V2 NINMAVYN DR DY NINAYWN DN A"1PA 59 NIVTH 7
her feel better. — - T
It is a little mitzvah, but we should not look down at itand ~ JWARN 0”apN 1Y NPT KIM NIP? NM2ITM DTRY LAINN 11naN
minimize its value. We can never know the power of the right ~ O'R 119 PR 0PN MPIn RHY ,1W1 NNXD NNYM 1IN DPPY 1Y

il spokenias p righbHme: 2001 PIaNNY N8N 5 0vp IR Nav ,nYn AN TN Sy
C Y3 90 APT-101 DY DIPNT NR MY 1ND DIPTY N1R NRY
i L\ 1MPN 17 PR MR 720 510 WRY
~ There is no way to know what a small action or a soothing n;aﬁ:”m 15:}; 2 Dl’)';] 553’:1 ”1::’ D200 DTN 4NN TR '”M
word 4t the sight ime can do for someone. 1727912 ,TIN773 Y27 23 2V MNRN TIVN DR YT IR 97 NP9 D1,7'_'n
-Even the smallest mitzvah is a mitzvah! A smile or wishing i
someone good morning. Even someone who does not need a 2¥ IRTN RY) DNTA Y IRTN QNY DTN 127 NVMAN NR P2 IR P
gmile, appreciates it when he receives one. And it is impossible SDINN DR DR 0,00
to know: maybe he really does need a smile. D20 IR DINTA = NP MR 700 10 NNYY DR N1 nan #
~s If you have a free moment, recite a chapter of Tehillim! There C P27 DHR¥IN DIRY

is nothing too small for Hashem, and it doesn’t need to @
small for you, either.

In short, there are two reasons why a person fails to do
something good. Either he thinks it is too big for him and he
will never achieve it, or he thinks it is too small for him and
it is not worth the effort. Both are wrong,. If it is too big, grab

171211 NNEN 120N INRIR I Y 010 DR P71 97800 Twar
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hold of the “glimmer” of greatness. And if it is too small, do it lo
anyway. There is no such thing as too small! — = S
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[ldf]' INTERYIEWER: Oné of the forty-eight tools for
acquiring Torah is to master the ability to share the burden of
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others. What can I do to acquire this-virtue?
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RABBI SIMCHA ZISSEL ZIV: “In order to experience

fthe suffering of- others you need to make mental images. When I
someone experiences suffering and pain, make a picture in >
your mind as if that were happening to you. Whatever you

o'9"n TWRD nnnbnn nyaw Y™t "evn yan’n 1m Yy qo1on

would want other people to do for you in such situations, you

PP AR D1 .V W T RY RIDIPTNN IPY INYwl1 o

shou.ld do for others. This is how to. internalize the trait of
sharing the burden of others.”
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[Comments: Right now take a moment to .apply this
exercise. Think of someone you know who is suffering in some
way. Now feel his pain as if it were yours. What would you

want others to do for you? Now do this for that person.]
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Angels in a special celestial chamber collect the
kind deeds man performs in this world. When the
Jews are threatened by judgment, these angels
immediately display those acts of kindness before
the Heavenly court, and Hashem displays
compassion.

When the angel Gavriel was sent among the
Keruvim to collect coals for the destruction of
Yerushalayim, the form of 2 man’s hand appeared.
This symbolized the kindness that Jews did for one
another. Hashem then reduced the severity of the
judgment, so a remnant of the Jewish nation was
spared—although the holy Temple was destroyed.

A person should emulate this attribute in his
own conduct. When a person causes you pain or
anger, you should remember a redeeming virtue he
has, or some kindness he has performed

U

In hzs eulogy for Rabbi Tzvi Genut, Rav Yechezkel Levenstein related

lhe Jfollowing story:
Someone once did Rav Genut an injustice.’Every day for a month, he
wrote down two good things about that person. At the end of thirty days
he read the list of sixty positive atiributes. He then said to himself, "What
sort of a fool I am! How can I bear a grudge against someone with so
many good traits?" w2
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